
Artmarket.com: France’s place 
on the global art market six 
months after Brexit
In March earlier this year, Vincent Van Gogh’s Scène de rue Montmartre (Street scene in Montmartre) 
(1887) allowed France to reconnect with the very high-end of market. It generated the best French fine 
art auction result since the sale in October 2019 of Cimabue’s Christ Mocked. Sotheby’s and Mirabaud-
Mercier chose Paris to sell this very French canvas of a Parisian street scene that had been kept in a 
French collection for over a century. 
France remains one of the primary sources of important art works, as we have again seen with the 
rediscovery of a superb painting by Jean-Honoré Fragonard  – Un philosophe lisant – that will be 
offered for sale on 26 June 2021 in the French town of Epernay.  Maître Antoine Petit and Enchères 
Champagne have set the estimated price range at $1.8 million - $2.4 million. Nevertheless... so far, the 
Parisian marketplace for fine art is still not yet markedly benefiting from Brexit.

Annual Fine Art auction turnover (1 January 2000 - 10 June 2021)
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Vincent Van Gogh, Scène de rue à Montmartre (1887): $15.4 million on 25 March 2021 at 
Sotheby’s & Mirabaud-Mercier
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According to thierry Ehrmann, President and Founder of Artmarket.com and its Artprice department: 
“Paris is not really attracting masterpieces from abroad more than before, as London did for many 
years, and, as it continues to do. Despite Brexit, the English capital is still attracting major works that 
could have been sold in France: for example, on 23 March 2021, Christie’s sold, three key works from 
the Paris collection of Claude Hersaint (signed Miro, Magritte and Ernst) in London for a total of $31 
million”.

To date, Brexit therefore does not appear to have benefited France.

Sotheby’s and Christie’s are still France’s leading fine art auction houses with market shares of 
34% and 17% respectively 

In 2021 it looks like the Anglo-Saxon giants are still reigning over the French fine art auction market. 
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Sotheby’s is currently twice as productive as its rival, but Christie’s will be closing out the first 
semester of the year with a prestige sale of 20th / 21st Century Art (30 June 2021). In market share 
terms, France’s national auction operators are still substantially behind; Artcurial with 5% and Cornette
de Saint-Cyr with just 3% are struggling to compete. 

That said, the Anglo-Saxon auction houses in Paris do not have a monopoly on the high-end market. 
Cornette de Saint Cyr generated France’s second best result of H1 2021 when it hmmered $7 million 
for Wu Guanzhong’s painting Hong Kong Night (1987). As regards Zao-Wou-ki, two works are among
the Top-5 results of the year (in France). Unfortunately, many of his works are subsequently taken to 
Asia. 

Three works by Chinese artists in the Top 5 French auction results so far in 2021

1. Vincent VAN GOGH (1853-1890), Scène de rue Montmartre (1887) 
$15,414,600 - Sotheby’s & Mirabaud-Mercier, Paris - 25/03/2021

2. WU Guanzhong (1919-2010), Hong Kong Night (1987)
$6,866,900 - Cornette de Saint Cyr, Paris - 14/04/2021

3. ZAO Wou-Ki (1921-2013), Ville arabe (1953)
$5,352,400 - Sotheby’s , Paris - 03/06/2021

4. ZAO Wou-Ki (1921-2013), Zitterlein (1956)
$4,725,800 - Sotheby’s, Paris - 03/06/2021

5. Gustave CAILLEBOTTE (1848-1894), Le Petit bras de Seine Argenteuil (c.1890)
$4,242,300 - Christie’s, Paris - 30/03/2021

The symbolic threshold of $10 million has only been crossed once in 2021 in Paris, compared with 11 
times in London. 

Phillips, which has offices in Paris, chooses to operate without an auction room. It continues to favor 
New York, London and, since 2016, (for fine art) Hong Kong.
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 Don’t hesitate to contact our Econometrics Department for your requirements regarding 
statistics and personalized studies: econometrics@artprice.com

 Try our services (free demo): https://www.artprice.com/demo
 Subscribe to our services: https://www.artprice.com/subscription
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ARTF.

Discover Artmarket and its Artprice department on video: www.artprice.com/video

Artmarket and its Artprice department was founded in 1997 by its CEO, thierry Ehrmann. Artmarket and its Artprice 
department is controlled by Groupe Serveur, created in 1987.

See certified biography in Who's who ©:

imgpublic.artprice.com/img/wp/sites/11/2019/10/biographie_oct2019_WhosWho_thierryEhrmann.pdf

Artmarket is a global player in the Art Market with, among other structures, its Artprice department, world leader in the 
accumulation, management and exploitation of historical and current art market information in databanks containing over 
30 million indices and auction results, covering more than 770,000 artists.

Artprice Images® allows unlimited access to the largest Art Market image bank in the world: no less than 180 million 
digital images of photographs or engraved reproductions of artworks from 1700 to the present day, commented by our art 
historians.

Artmarket with its Artprice department accumulates data on a permanent basis from 6300 Auction Houses and produces key
Art Market information for the main press and media agencies (7,200 publications). Its 4.5 million ‘members log in' users 
have access to ads posted by other members, a network that today represents the leading Global Standardized Marketplace®
to buy and sell artworks at a fixed or bid price (auctions regulated by paragraphs 2 and 3 of Article L 321.3 of France's 
Commercial Code).

Artmarket with its Artprice department, has been awarded the State label “Innovative Company” by the Public Investment 
Bank (BPI) (for the second time in November 2018 for a new period of 3 years) which is supporting the company in its 
project to consolidate its position as a global player in the market art.

Artprice by Artmarket's 2020 Global Art Market Report published in March 2021:
https://www.artprice.com/artprice-reports/the-art-market-in-2020

Index of press releases posted by Artmarket with its Artprice department:
serveur.serveur.com/press_release/pressreleaseen.htm

Follow all the Art Market news in real time with Artmarket and its Artprice department on Facebook and Twitter:

www.facebook.com/artpricedotcom/ (over 5 million followers)

twitter.com/artmarketdotcom

twitter.com/artpricedotcom

Discover the alchemy and universe of Artmarket and its artprice department https://www.artprice.com/video headquartered 
at the famous Organe Contemporary Art Museum “The Abode of Chaos” (dixit The New York Times): 
https://issuu.com/demeureduchaos/docs/demeureduchaos-abodeofchaos-opus-ix-1999-2013

L'Obs - The Museum of the Future: https://youtu.be/29LXBPJrs-o

www.facebook.com/la.demeure.du.chaos.theabodeofchaos999

(4.5 million followers)

https://vimeo.com/124643720

Contact Artmarket.com and its Artprice department - Contact: ir@artmarket.com
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