
Artprice (New York): Top bracket artworks for sale at the beginning of 2019

No respite for art lovers! The new year has already begun, with French provincial sales throwing up
superb treasures... The auction calendar will resume back in New York with Christie’s starting 2019
with five sales, including a highly anticipated Art Brut sale. But it is Sotheby’s which gathered the
most expensive lots for the very first big sale of the year: Master Paintings Evening Sale, that will
be held on 30 January 2019. 

Top 10 upcoming artworks at auction in January 2019
© Artprice.com

Artist Artwork Estimate Sale

1
Joachim WTEWAEL 
(c.1566-c.1638) A Banquet of the Gods

$5,000,000 - 
$7,000,000 01.30.2019 – Sotheby’s NY

2
Elisabeth VIGE-LEBRUN 
(1755-1842)

Portrait of Muhammad Dervish 
Khan (1788)

$4,000,000 - 
$6,000,000 02.30.2019 – Sotheby’s NY

3
Jan VAN DE CAPPELLE 
(c.1624-1679) A Shipping Scene on a Calm Sea

$4,000,000 - 
$6,000,000 03.30.2019 – Sotheby’s NY

4
Ambrosius BOSSCHAERT I
(1573-1621)

A Still Life of Flowers in a Glass 
Flask (1607)

$2,500,000 - 
$3,500,000 04.30.2019 – Sotheby’s NY

5
Peter Paul RUBENS (1577-
1640) Nude Study of a Young Man

$2,500,000 - 
$3,500,000 05.30.2019 – Sotheby’s NY

6
Orazio GENTILESCHI 
(1563-1639) The Fall of the Rebel Angels

$2,500,000 - 
$3,500,000 06.30.2019 – Sotheby’s NY

7
Pieter BRUEGHEL II 
(c.1564-1637/38) St. George's Kermis (1627)

$2,000,000 - 
$3,000,000 07.30.2019 – Sotheby’s NY

8 Fede GALIZIA (1578-1630) A Glass Compote with Peaches
$2,000,000 - 
$3,000,000 08.30.2019 – Sotheby’s NY

9
Jacobus VREL (c.1630-
c.1680)

Street Scene with Two Figures 
Walking Away

$1,500,000 - 
$2,000,000 09.30.2019 – Sotheby’s NY

10
Luis MELENDEZ (1716-
1780) Still Life with a Plate of Azaroles

$1,500,000 - 
$2,000,000 10.30.2019 – Sotheby’s NY

Nevertheless, the most exciting lots are not necessarily the most expensive ones. thierry Ehrmann,
Founder and CEO of Artprice insists : “The mid-range Art Market is full of opportunities and it is
worth keeping track of what is on offer as soon as the year begins…”

The unique world of Henry Darger
Henry Darger (1892-1973) created an exceptionally broad spectrum œuvre that was discovered in
his  room after  his  death.  A secretive  and  reclusive  character,  Darger  created  a  unique  world,
including a 15,000-page illustrated and typed manuscript,  The Realms of the Unreal,  describing
events from a completely imaginary world in which a bunch of pre-teen girls (the Vivian Girls) on
an imaginary planet wage a war against adults to obtain their freedom. Parallel to this written saga
(but never published), Darger also painted. He produced – sometimes on both sides – large narrative
panels that are pure masterpieces. His technique was also unique, drawing inspiration from a variety
of sources (children’s art books, various magazines, fashion catalogs, etc.) copying the images in
charcoal before applying water colours.
The  first  Darger  works  sold  on  the  secondary  market  were  actually  auctioned  in  France  at
Loudmer’s in 1989. At that time, a panoramic drawing by the obscure celebrity fetched less than
$10,000. Today, his drawings are in the collections of major museums including the MoMA, the Art
Institute of Chicago, the Museum of Modern Art of the City of Paris and the Collection de l’Art
Brut in Lausanne. On the auction market one would expect to pay at least $150,000 for one of his
most important works because they are both in-demand and rare. The one proposed by Christie’s on
18 January in New York is monumental – nearly three meters wide – and double-sided (drawn on
both sides). It is expected to fetch between $250,000 and $500,000. Two days later, Sotheby’s will,
in turn, sell a smaller double-sided drawing by Henry Darger (178-cm long) with an estimate value
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between $150,000 and $300,000. The simultaneousness of these two upcoming sales is noticeable,
as only 19  drawings by Henry Darger have been seen in auction room since 1989.

The opulence of a small masterpiece by Wtewael 
Jumping back over 400 hundred years...  we have a superb baroque painting on copper entitled
Banquet of the Gods by the Dutch painter  Joachim Anthonisz Wtewael, one of Holland’s most
important artists, active in the years 1580 – 1620. This masterful work depicts 47 figures – gods,
fauns, women and putti – in orgiastic debauchery... all within the confines of 15.8 x 20.4 cm. With
unmatched density, the artist portrays Bacchus, Ceres, Mars, Venus, Cupid, Pan and his muses at a
grand banquet, and despite its small size, the work is expected to sell for between 5 and 7 million
dollars on 30 January at Sotheby’s (New York). However, in view of its quality, it is quite possible
the lot will reach its high estimate, especially since a smaller Wtewael work has already crossed the
$7 million threshold. That was also an oil-on-copper measuring just 18.2 x 13.5 cm, a virtuoso
composition depicting 12 bodies on the sensual theme of Mars and Venus surprised by Vulcan
(Mars and Venus Surprised by Vulcan, $7.26m, at Christie’s London in 2012).

One of Rubens’ best drawings 
Sotheby’s will also be offering an exquisitely rare drawing by Rubens which should fetch the Dutch
virtuoso’s second best-ever auction result for a work on paper. It’s a study of a young man with
arms raised measuring almost  50 centimeters,  drawn in charcoal  with  a  couple  of  white  chalk
highlights to catch the light. The work shows the artist’s change of mind regarding the position of
the tensed and muscular legs. The torsion of the lower limbs and the momentum of the figure,
forward and upward, is typical Baroque bravura. A result within the estimated range of $2.5 - $3.5
million would make it the second best-ever auction result for a Rubens drawing (and the best result
for a Rubens charcoal). On 10 July 2014, Christie’s London hammered his best-ever result for a
work on paper – an ink representing Samson and Delilah – at over $5.5 million.

Apart from the provincial sales in France and the year’s first New York sessions at Christie’s and
Sotheby’s, we don’t yet know what other wonders the other major auction houses around the world
will be offering over the coming months (China’s Poly Auction and China Guardian, Germany’s
Dorotheum, France’s Artcurial, Korea’s Seoul Auction). In fact, the majority of auction operators do
not start selling until later in the year, and some wait as long as May (Grisebach) before reopening
after the winter break. 
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Artprice permanently enriches its databanks with information from 6,300 auctioneers and it 
publishes a constant flow of art market trends for the world's principal news agencies and 
approximately 7,200 international press publications. For its 4,500,000 members, Artprice gives 
access to the world's leading Standardised Marketplace for buying and selling art. Artprice is 
preparing its blockchain for the Art Market. It is BPI-labelled (scientific national French label) 
Artprice's Global Art Market Annual Report for 2017 published last March 
2018: https://www.artprice.com/artprice-reports/the-art-market-in-2017

Artprice is associated with Artron Group the Chinese leader in the Art Market, its solid 
institutional partner.

About the Artron Group:

“Artron Art Group (Artron), a comprehensive cultural industrial group founded in 1993 by Wan jie, 
is committed to inheriting, enhancing and spreading art value. Based on abundant art data, Artron 
provides art industry and art fans with professional service and experience of quality products by 
integrated application of IT, advanced digital science and innovative crafts and materials. Having 
produced more than 60,000 books and auction catalogues, Artron is the world's largest art book 
printer with a total print volume of 300 million a year. It has more than 3 million professional 
members in the arts sector and an average of 15 million daily visits, making it the world's leading 
art website.”
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http://goo.gl/zJssd

https://vimeo.com/124643720

The Contemporary Art Museum The Abode of Chaos 
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