INITIAL and L'Oréal join forces to accelerate
the development of thermoplastic parts
using 3D printing
Paris, September 13, 2018 8:00a.m.,

The collaboration between INITIAL, a Prodways Group company, and L'Oréal has paved the way to
manufacturing final material parts using 3D-printed moulds. INITIAL accelerates the development of
injection-moulded parts using plastic additive manufacturing and its new solution: 3D Molding®.
The fast marketing of new products is a constant
challenge to meet consumers' specific and wide-ranging
demands. This is a major issue in the cosmetics industry,
where prototypes should be manufactured quickly in
order to perform functional tests with the final material.
INITIAL and L'Oréal have combined their expertise to
accelerate the development of injection-moulded parts.
INITIAL and L'Oréal chose to collaborate to enable them
to produce final material parts, in a record time of two
weeks and at a limited cost, paving the way for
accelerated approval and iteration processes for the
development of new packaging.
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Injection-moulded final material parts with 3D printing
As Yvon Gallet, INITIAL's Chairman, explains: "We produce the 3D Printing mould and the final material
parts are then directly injection-moulded. With our 3D printing and injection expertise, we were best
placed to develop this unique solution. It is aimed at designers in the development phase and
complements our traditional machining and injection solutions. It is an innovative alternative that meets
the needs of manufacturers, like L'Oréal, that could benefit from this technological advance to reduce
their time to market."
The synergy of these skills enabled to develop this new solution quickly: 14 resin test molds were
needed, plus 20 injection-moulding test runs and several hundred moulded parts. This marriage of
machine and material comes from combining Prodways Technologies' patented MOVINGLight®
technology and Prodways Materials' PLASTCure Rigid 10500 resin. This resin guarantees extreme
accuracy and excellent resistance to injection-moulding constraints.
INITIAL, the leading French producer of additive-manufactured parts, a
Prodways Group subsidiary since 2015, was able to offer this innovation to
the leading beauty product manufacturer thanks to Prodways Group
integrated offer:
•

3D printing and injection-moulding expertise with INITIAL,

•
Custom and innovative materials with Prodways Technologies and
Prodways Materials,
•
Assistance from start to finish of the solution development process
from Prodways Conseil.
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Next release:
Half-year results publication on Friday 14 September 2018 before market open

2

About Prodways Group
PRODWAYS GROUP is a specialist in industrial and professional 3D printing with a unique positioning as an integrated
European player. The group has developed right across the 3D printing value chain (software, machines, materials,
parts & services) with a high value added technological industrial solution. PRODWAYS GROUP offers a wide range of
3D printing systems and premium composite, hybrid and powder materials (SYSTEMS division). The company also
manufactures and markets parts on demand, prototypes and small production run 3D printed items in plastic and
metal (PRODUCTS division). The Group targets a significant number of sectors, from aeronautics to healthcare.
In 2017, the company generated revenue of €34.8 million, including close to 40% outside of France. Building on
revolutionary and proprietary technology, MOVINGLight®, PRODWAYS GROUP today has global visibility in the
industrial 3D printing sector and with leading customers.
PRODWAYS GROUP is a Groupe Gorgé company.
For further information: www.prodways-group.com
Follow us and and keep up with Prodways Group’s latest news on Twitter!
@Prodways
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Disclaimer
Releases from the Prodways Group may contain forward-looking declarations with statements of objectives. These forwardlooking statements reflect the current expectations of the Prodways Group. Their realization, however, depends on known or
unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors that may cause actual results, performance or events to differ significantly from
those previously anticipated. The risks and uncertainties that might affect the Group's future ability to achieve its targets are
reiterated and presented in detail in our Basis Document available on the Prodways Group's website (www.prodways-group.com).
This list of risks, uncertainties and other factors is not exhaustive. Other unanticipated, unknown or unpredictable factors may also
have significant negative effects on the achievement of our objectives.
The current release and the information contained therein do not constitute an offer to sell or to subscribe, nor a solicitation for
an order to purchase or subscribe to shares in Prodways Group or in any subsidiaries thereof listed in whatsoever country.
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